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Not a new trick by any means, but if you need a simple HTTP Server to serve files
from directory, Python makes this easy.

Note: If you don’t have Python installed (most likely you’re on Windows), get an
installer from http://python.org/

To run the server:

Open a terminal window.

Navigate to the directory you want to have the root directory.

Execute the command to start the server.

Python 2 — python -m SimpleHTTPServer 8000

Python 3 — python -m http.server 8000

Then open a web browser at http://localhost:8000/.

This command will start a single threaded HTTP server bound to 0.0.0.0, the
(simple) implications of which are that it is able to respond to internal and external
requests.

I used port 8000 above but you can chose any port you want, although any port
number below 1024 may give you permission denied errors if not executing as root.

Open in app Sign up Sign in

Search

6/21/25, 6:42 PM Create a HTTP server with one command thanks to Python | by Ryan Blunden | Medium

https://ryanblunden.com/create-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e 1/9

https://ryanblunden.com/?source=post_page---byline--29fcfdcd240e---------------------------------------
https://ryanblunden.com/?source=post_page---byline--29fcfdcd240e---------------------------------------
https://ryanblunden.com/?source=post_page---byline--29fcfdcd240e---------------------------------------
https://ryanblunden.com/?source=post_page---byline--29fcfdcd240e---------------------------------------
https://ryanblunden.com/?source=post_page---byline--29fcfdcd240e---------------------------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fplans%3Fdimension%3Dpost_audio_button%26postId%3D29fcfdcd240e&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=---header_actions--29fcfdcd240e---------------------post_audio_button------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fplans%3Fdimension%3Dpost_audio_button%26postId%3D29fcfdcd240e&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=---header_actions--29fcfdcd240e---------------------post_audio_button------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fplans%3Fdimension%3Dpost_audio_button%26postId%3D29fcfdcd240e&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=---header_actions--29fcfdcd240e---------------------post_audio_button------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fplans%3Fdimension%3Dpost_audio_button%26postId%3D29fcfdcd240e&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=---header_actions--29fcfdcd240e---------------------post_audio_button------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fplans%3Fdimension%3Dpost_audio_button%26postId%3D29fcfdcd240e&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=---header_actions--29fcfdcd240e---------------------post_audio_button------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fplans%3Fdimension%3Dpost_audio_button%26postId%3D29fcfdcd240e&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=---header_actions--29fcfdcd240e---------------------post_audio_button------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fplans%3Fdimension%3Dpost_audio_button%26postId%3D29fcfdcd240e&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=---header_actions--29fcfdcd240e---------------------post_audio_button------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fplans%3Fdimension%3Dpost_audio_button%26postId%3D29fcfdcd240e&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=---header_actions--29fcfdcd240e---------------------post_audio_button------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fplans%3Fdimension%3Dpost_audio_button%26postId%3D29fcfdcd240e&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=---header_actions--29fcfdcd240e---------------------post_audio_button------------------
http://python.org/
http://localhost:8000/
https://rsci.app.link/?%24canonical_url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fp%2F29fcfdcd240e&%7Efeature=LoOpenInAppButton&%7Echannel=ShowPostUnderUser&%7Estage=mobileNavBar&source=post_page---top_nav_layout_nav-----------------------------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=post_page---top_nav_layout_nav-----------------------global_nav------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?operation=login&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fryanblunden.com%2Fcreate-a-http-server-with-one-command-thanks-to-python-29fcfdcd240e&source=post_page---top_nav_layout_nav-----------------------global_nav------------------
https://medium.com/?source=post_page---top_nav_layout_nav-----------------------------------------


More info about the SimpleHTTPServer available at
http://docs.python.org/library/simplehttpserver.html

Check out https://ryanblunden.tech for more developer content.
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Linux Firewalls: Everything You Need to Know About in 2025
Whether you’re managing a cloud server or your home lab, understanding Linux firewalls is
non-negotiable. In this guide, we’ll break down…
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🔓 JavaScript, JWTs and the Key That Shouldn’t Exist
How a leaked JWT secret inside a JavaScript file led to full admin access — and why most devs
still don’t see it coming.
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7 Obscure Python Features That Make You Look Like a Wizard 🧙♂️
Python is easy to pick up but hard to master.
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Linux boot2root CTF! Explore Broken Object Level Authorization (BOLA), API3:2023 practicing
Local File Inclusion (LFI), Remote Code…
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PenTestMonkey & Ivan Sincek Shells Failing? Use This PHP Reverse Shell
You managed to find a LFI or a way to upload a php malicious file via ftp. You are very excited
because you are about to get a foothold…
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